
 
Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

 
Petition Number: PE 1035
 
Main Petitioner: John Rose 
 
Subject: Calls on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to 
withdraw direct and indirect financial support for CalMac on the Dunoon to 
Gourock ferry service and to ensure full transparency in relation to 
government subsidy of ferry services. 
 
Background 
 
There are currently two operators providing vehicle and passenger services 
from the Cowal peninsula to Inverclyde; CalMac Ferries, and Western Ferries.   
 
CalMac’s Annual Reports show that in 2006, it carried 615,215 passengers on 
the Dunoon-Gourock service at a loss of £2,451,000, which was made up by 
Scottish Executive subsidy.  The Executive states that “all of the Clyde and 
Hebrides ferry services are of a lifeline nature and require an annual revenue 
deficit grant from the Scottish Executive to maintain service levels.” 
 
Scottish Transport Statistics 2006 show that in 2005 Western Ferries carried 
1.28 million passengers.  Western Ferries is a private company therefore 
figures relating to finance are not readily available. 
 
The Executive states that CalMac’s service is restricted to avoid 
disproportionately affecting traffic on the competing unsubsidised Western 
Ferries service. 
 
The following PQ is relevant: 
 

S2W-20845 - Jim Mather (Highlands and Islands) (SNP) (Date 
Lodged 18 November 2005): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
has had any discussions with, or communications from, Western 
Ferries indicating the circumstances and/or timing of a possible 
complaint by the company to the European Commission alleging the 
payment of unfair subsidies to Caledonian MacBrayne in respect of the 
Gourock to Dunoon route. 
 
Answered by Tavish Scott (5 December 2005): Western Ferries 
have indicated to the Executive on a number of occasions that it has 
concerns about the existing subsidy arrangements for Caledonian 
MacBrayne’s Gourock to Dunoon service. However, we are not aware 
of Western Ferries ever making an official complaint to the Commission 
on this particular issue and understand that the company have 
welcomed the tendering process that the Executive is currently 
undertaking for the route. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1035.htm
http://www.calmac.co.uk/annualreports.html
http://www.scottishexecutive.gov.uk/News/Releases/2006/12/14141605
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/12/15135954/147
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Transport/ferries-ports-canals/14342/9741


 

In order to comply with European law relating to State aid for maritime 
transport, an open public tender is ongoing in respect of all of CalMac’s 
services.  The Executive has tendered the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services 
as a single bundle, with the exception of the Gourock-Dunoon service which 
was tendered separately, on a no subsidy basis.  No bids were received for 
this service, and the Executive is currently investigating options for re-
tendering the service with a subsidy attached.  
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